
 

 

English Language Arts 4 credits 

Mathematics 4 credits 

Social Studies 3 credits 

Science    3 credits 

Academic Elective  
(Science or Social Studies) 

1 credit 

Physical Education .5 credit 

Health 
.5 credit 

 

Fine Arts 1 credit 

Technology 1 credit 

General Electives 3 credits 

Internship (120 hours) 1 credit 

 

AND 

 
 

Earning a High School Diploma 
Classes of 2018 and Beyond 

 

 There is no one-size-fits-all way to graduate. Ohio and Columbus City Schools gives you several 
options to qualify for a high school diploma. Choose the way that works best for you!  

 To earn a high school Diploma of Graduation from Columbus City Schools, you must successfully 
complete courses and meet at least one of the options below to show that you are ready for college or 
a career. 

 You are also encouraged and may choose to pursue a diploma or certification type above and beyond 
the Diploma of Graduation.  Those options and criteria are listed on the back of this page. 

 Your school counselor will give you more details and help you plan your college/career pathways.  
 

 

Diploma of Graduation*  

 

Students must successfully earn required credits AND  

meet at least one state college and career readiness option below. 
                    

               Columbus City Schools                                       College and Career  

      Credit Requirements                        Readiness Requirements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*In addition to the options above, students are highly encouraged and have the choice to pursue more rigorous  

diplomas and certifications.  See reverse page and sample graduation planners for details. 



 

CCS Diploma and Certification Options 

 
 

 

Certification of Specialization:  Awarded to students who earn five or more credits in any one specific area of study -
academic or elective. 
 

Certification of College Preparatory:  Awarded to students who meet the CCS Diploma of Graduation requirements and have 
two (2.0) credits in the same world language which may replace two (2.0) General Elective credits. 
 

Diploma of Distinction:  Awarded to students who earn at least 24 credits, meet the CCS Diploma of Graduation requirements, 
and have four (4.0) credits in Social Studies, four (4.0) credits in Science, and three (3.0) credits in the same world 
language which may replace three (3.0) General Elective credits.  
 

Diploma with Honors:  Awarded to students who successfully meet honors diploma requirements set by the state of Ohio.  

There are three types of Diploma with Honors.  –see ODE’s “Comparison of Diplomas with Honors Criteria” below. 
 
 

 


